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lection of authorities for students. Selected and edited by George 
W. Kirchwey, Nash Professor of Law in Columbia University. 
New York, Baker, Voorhis & Co. Pp. xxix, 555. 

This is a collection of authorities on the elements of Real Prop- 
erty Law. The selections are taken partly from decided cases, 
partly from English and American statutes, and partly from the 
writings of those who have always been conceded as having the 
right to speak authoritatively on the subject. The readings are 
grouped under five main divisions. Book I defines the place of 
Real Property, contrasting the historical with the natural classifica- 
tion. Book II deals with the general subject of ownership, the 
short extract from Pollock and Maitland giving an unusually clear 
description of feudal tenure. Book III treats of Estates in Lands; 
Book IV discusses those rights less than ownership which have not 
already been classified under the preceding heads; and Book V deals 
with the creation and transfer of interests in land, not only at com- 
mon law but under the modern statutes. 

It is obvious that the main purpose of the editor in compiling 
these "readings" was to place in the hands of his students the 
material necessary for a thorough understanding of the law of Real 
Property. However well equipped a law school library may be, it 
is hardly possible for all the members of a class to get access to 
classroom references while the discussion is still fresh — a difficulty 
which this book seems mainly devised to meet. 

The value of the book, however, suggests its limitations. By 
reason of its very purpose, it lacks entirely the connected narrative 
form. No book of excerpts could be expected to have continuity. 
For this reason it is feared that the student who attempts to use it 
without the aid of either a text book or an instructor will have diffi- 
culty in making headway. It is very doubtful if the book will 
even temporarily satisfy the demand for that modern work on Real 
Property which the editor in his preface recognizes as the great 
need of the legal profession. 

The book, considering its size, contains a remarkably full 
presentation of modern statutes, especially from New York. The 
binding and printing of the book are of the best, and the value of 
the collection is greatly helped by a very full and carefully arranged 
index. 

Abbott's Trial Evidence. — Second Edition. By John C. Craw- 
ford. New York: Baker, Voorhis & Co. 1900. Pp. xxxvi, 11 90. 

The original work, published in 1880, is too well known to 
require extended comment. In it Mr. Abbott succeeded in 
giving to the profession a practical working compendium of the 
rules relating to the modes of proof in the principal classes of 
actions and defences. The method of treatment adopted, namely, 
the division of the subject into as many classes as there are classes 
of action, was not scientific, and the discussions in the text dealt 
with rules rather than principles; consequently the book was not 
well adapted to the needs of students. The practitioner, however, 
who wishes the rules of evidence applicable to the case in hand 



BOOK REVIEWS. 69 

found them there stated clearly and concisely, so far as settled by 
authority, and the authorities given in well-chosen notes. As to the 
unsettled points of law, the author had no theories to advance. 
Particular attention was devoted to the forms and methods of pro- 
cedure under the New York Code of Civil Procedure, and the work 
proved to be especially valuable to the members of the bar in the 
several code States. 

The reviser's efforts have been mainly devoted to bringing the 
work down to date by collecting and accumulating the cases relat- 
ing to the subject decided since 1880. He leaves the arrangement of 
the work undisturbed and makes few changes in the text. He 
does not avail himself of the opportunity afforded to expand the 
work by treating more fully of the rules of evidence in the various 
forms of equitable actions, with which the first edition dealt some- 
what meagerly. Changes or developments in the law of the subject 
are for the most part pointed out by foot-notes. 

In covering so extensive a field it would perhaps be impracticable 
to cite all the cases decided or examined, although such a collection 
of cases would be of undoubted assistance in preparing for trial or 
in brief-making, in connection with which the chief usefulness of the 
book is to be found. The reviser has accordingly limited himself to 
citing cases in which new points have been decided, and the recent 
cases in which settled rules have been applied or affirmed. In many 
instances he has substituted recent authorities for those originally 
cited in the first edition. This process of selection and substitution 
is one requiring much discrimination. Recent cases are always 
valuable, particularly to the brief-makers; but when the citation of 
such cases involves the dropping of earlier leading cases, the value 
of the work is sacrificed to the desire to save space. 

On the whole, however, Mr. Crawford seems to have performed 
in a very satisfactory manner the somewhat thankless task of reviv- 
ing the usefulness of one of our standard valuable law works. The 
result is a book which will prove a valuable office assistant to the 
busy practitioner and prove of occasional assistance to the student 
who is in search of authorities. 
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